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Oxfordshire Artweeks are delighted to announce that Oxfordshire artist Crabby Taylor is the winner 
of the 2011 Mary Moser prize, an award established in 2003 to mark the work of a local artist who 
has taken up art as a second career later in life. 
 
Esther Browning, Executive Director for Artweeks, says “Crabby makes wonderful ceramic pieces in 
simple circular shapes including standing and open forms and tactile pebbles using various clays to 
give texture and colour. These are then fired at 1000°C in an old metal dustbin before being 
smothered in smouldering sawdust for several days. Crabby wears gauntlets, goggles and a 
respirator as protection from the heat and smoke and it is a laborious and often frustrating process: 
for every piece that reaches completion, six have fallen by the wayside from thermal shock!”  
 
Crabby Taylor has previously had a varied carer 
including an apprenticeship at Dowty Rotal 
where Crabby Taylor’s father ran the 
experimental department for the propulsion of 
the Harrier Jump Jet; a study course under the 
flight path of Concorde; and global adventures 
in Hong Kong Sri Lanka, Thailand, Burma, 
China and Nepal.  
 
An Asian influence remains strong in Crabby’s 
work, alongside inspiration provided by The 
Ashmolean, The Pitt Rivers Museum and a 
childhood running wild in Laurie Lee’s Cider with 
Rosie country.  
 
Since those days, spent climbing trees and 
building rafts, dams and fires, Crabby Taylor 
has been happiest outside under the stormy 
English skies. The stylish Raku ceramics for 
which this artist is now recognised are a 
recreation of those days playing with mud, fire 
and wood with fire in the Cotswold countryside. 
 
Crabby will be exhibiting her latest work during 
the 2012 Artweeks festival which runs from 5th-
27th May. Other artists and craftspeople wishing 
to be involved should register their exhibitions 
on-line before the end of the year. 
 
To see Crabby’s work on-line, visit 
http://www.crabbytaylor.com 
 

 



Notes to Editors 
 
Oxfordshire Artweeks    www.artweeks.org 
Artweeks is Oxfordshire’s largest visual arts festival, a three-week celebration  in May each year of 
the county’s artistic and creative talent., and the UK’s oldest and biggest Open Studios event. 
Almost 1000 artists open the doors to their homes and studios and welcome the public to see their 
creations and watch them work. In 2010 over 107,000 people visited nearly 500 venues across the 
county.  
All exhibitions are free 
Oxfordshire Artweeks 2012 will run from Saturday 5th – 27th May 2012 
and is organised into three geographical areas 
South Oxfordshire Exhibitions: Saturday 5th - Sunday 13th May 
North Oxfordshire Exhibitions: Saturday 12th – Sunday 20th May 
City Exhibitions: Saturday 19th  - Sunday 27th May 
 
The Oxfordshire Visual Arts Festival (Artweeks) is a non profit-making company, limited by 
guarantee and owned by its members.  Everyone is welcome to take part and there is no selection 
process for artists wishing to participate. 
The Mary Moser annual prize honours the work and commitment of Lady Mary Moser who took up 
art seriously on retirement and became a printmaker; first working in silk screen and latterly in 
etching and woodcuts, Mary was also chair of Kids@Art, the Oxfordshire Artweeks Education 
Charity which provided residencies in schools until 2009.  
Previous winners include Wendy Newhofer, whose fresh glass pieces have earned her 
acceptance into the Oxfordshire Craft Guild in 2003, and Jane Duff from Little Wittenham who 
paints large canvases in response to the environment around her and creates photocomposites of 
textures. 
 
 
Further press information & photographs from Esther Browning  01865 821090 or 07776 
196967  esther@artweeks.org 
Esther Browning is also available for interview. 
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