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Around 1000 artists and designer-makers, including 160 who are first-timers for 2018, are preparing for the giant 
Oxfordshire Artweeks Festival this spring (5th-28th May) when more than 460 exhibitions and events pop-up across 
the county, and tens of thousands of unique pieces of art and design will be on show. 
 
A vibrant palette of local artists and makers will be opening their studios, presenting friendly exhibitions and giving 
demonstrations in interesting venues in villages and towns from Bloxham to Blewbury, along the Ridgeway and the 
Windrush, in Oxford colleges, historic barns, secret gardens and even a manor house that was home to Kings. See a 
potter in action in a Thames-side garden, explore hidden artists’ studios in the heart of Oxford or take an artist trail 
in the village where Downton Abbey was filmed. 
 

Locals and visitors from further afield are invited in, for free, to enjoy 
eye-catching paintings, porcelain and pottery, fine art photography and 
sunlit stained glass, tactile textiles and treasures in gold, silver and 
precious gems. From local landscapes to contemporary design with a 
difference, hand-made boats and gargoyles sculpted in stone, whether 
inspired by the past or the present, people, places or passions, there’s 
plenty to delight, amaze and intrigue, and all created in and around 
Oxfordshire. 
 
From unique interpretations in fabric of county life at a picturesque 
Tudor Manor to intricate hand-printed wallpaper, modern ‘flatback’ 
Staffordshire pottery and magnificent mosaics, there are unique accents 
for the home; fashion and furniture for every taste, and striking sculpture 
for the garden.  
You can travel further afield, sail the seven seas through the eyes of an 
artist, see to the Far East captured in textiles, tour Venice in watercolour 
or explore the botany of the tropics in coloured pencil; revisit the magical 
stories of childhood in bronze, or be enchanted by abstracts that take the 
imagination in new directions. 
 

 

Whether an art aficionado or an everyday enthusiast, be enchanted, inspired and find something special this May. 
 
Notes to editors 
Oxfordshire Artweeks www.artweeks.org   5th-28th May 2018 
The Artweeks festival is Oxfordshire’s largest visual arts festival and the UK’s oldest and biggest Open Studios event. 
It is a three-week not-for-profit celebration in May each year of the county’s artistic and creative talent 
encompassing the visual arts in their broadest sense. Around 1000 artists open the doors to their homes and studios 
and welcome the public to see their creations and watch them work –over 100,000 people visit Artweeks exhibitions 
each year and a million pounds of art changes hands! 
 
Further press information, area-specific details within Oxfordshire, copy written to a word count, and/or lots of 
lovely colourful IMAGES  contact Esther Lafferty 01367 242498 or 07715 640228 esther@artweeks.org 
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