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Experience the colour and life of India 
during Artweeks, without leaving the city! 

  
 
Painter Kamal Koria from Barrington Close, Headington is the proud winner of the 2015 Mary 
Moser Award, an annual award established to help develop the career of a professional artist who 
has taken up art as a second career later in life. It’s the second time in two years that this award 
has been won by a Headington artist. 
 
Kamal Koria shows his paintings from his family home during Artweeks each May. His work is 
strikingly composed, bursting with life, and often stylized, rich with the colours of an Indian 
childhood. Inspired by the vibrant Indian culture, they poetically capture both a timeless simplicity 
of human nature and the nostalgia of his childhood memories. 

Kamal Koria was born in the small town of Mangrol, Gujarat in western India and his childhood 
was spent in a close-knit family, and amongst street life with friends causing mischief and enjoying 
considerable freedom. Despite missing much of his schooling through non-attendance; he 
received a first class degree from the CN College of Fine Arts, Ahemdabad, Gujarat, and began a 
career as a graphic designer, moving to the UK at 27.  

Koria became as one of the leading Asian Graphic designers in the country, responsible for the 
iconic image on Jalpur Mill food packaging, and popular for his Diwali cards, Asian wedding 
invitations and even bhangra record cover designs! His talents reached royalty when he painted a 
portrait of the late Princess of Wales which was given to her during a visit to clothing 
manufacturers TW Kempton in Leicester in 1984.  

Thirty years on, Kamal appreciates the freedom that retirement has given him, spending time with 
his grandchildren in Headington and creating works for his own fulfillment to build portfolio of 
contemporary paintings as he continues to experiment, learn, research and explore his ideas and 
memories. He looks forward to sharing them with visitors during Arteeks. 

Kamal Koria is hosting an Artweeks exhibition in Headington (venue 143) from 9-17 May and 
throughout May there will also be a number of pieces of his work in the O3 Gallery (venue 198) 
alongside an exhibition of contemporary art created using traditional craft techniques.  
 

 

 
 
 
 
Notes to editors 
 



Artweeks is celebrated across Oxfordshire in partnership with local arts centres, museums, and other 
Oxfordshire organisations, with support from The Oxford Times and Hamptons International. 
Notes to Editors: Oxfordshire Artweeks www.artweeks.org   2nd- 25th May 2015 
Artweeks is Oxfordshire’s largest visual arts festival and the UK’s oldest and biggest Open Studios event, a 
three-week celebration in May each year of the county’s artistic and creative talent encompassing the 
visual arts in their broadest sense. Almost 1000 artists open the doors to their homes and studios and 
welcome the public to see their creations and watch them work – in 2014 over 100,000 people visited more 
than 400 exhibitions and a million pounds of art changed hands! 
 

The Mary Moser annual prize honours the work and commitment of Lady Mary Moser who took 
up art seriously on retirement and became a printmaker; first working in silk screen and latterly in 
etching and woodcuts, Mary was also chair of Kids@Art, the Oxfordshire Artweeks Education 
Charity which provided residencies in schools until 2009.  
Previous winners include Wendy Newhofer in 2011, whose fresh glass pieces have earned her 
acceptance into the Oxfordshire Craft Guild; Crabby Taylor in 2012, a raku-ceramacist based in Chipping 

Norton, Caroline Meynell, a painter based in Great Milton producing contemplative abstracts, and 
Martin Smith, a Headington sculptor creating organic shapes from marble.  
 
Further press information & lots of lovely colourful IMAGES contact Esther Lafferty 01367 242498 or 
07776 196967 esther@artweeks.org 
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